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The authors of this short, agile and enjoyable 
book pose a question, which emerges in the 
last chapter and concerns the health and future 
of European space activity. This is a crucial 
and urgent question, given the difficulties 
and contradictions that characterize a sector, 
that of the space economy, which, globally is 
expanding rapidly but at the European level is 
struggling to keep up, despite the prestigious 
space tradition of the old continent. In fact, 
the book could also be read starting from the 
end, then going back through the chapters 
where the causes are discussed, to the first 
chapters that outline the history of the space 
race and the development of the European 
space activity. I found particularly interesting 
the part of the book that sketches what was 
the long and effective path that led NASA, 
from the initial days of the space race of 
Eisenhower and Kennedy, to the present day 
agency able to organize, in the last 20 years, 
the handover to the private individuals who 
now provide services in circumterrestrial 
low orbit. A path characterized by a strong 
political will at the top, essentially bipartisan, 
which from the beginning understood how 
the space activity can be a powerful tool that, 
starting from a scientific and technological 
prestige, guaranteed industrial development, 
geopolitical influence and economic growth. 
The birth of European space happened in a 
very different way: the space exploration of 
ESA, as well as the subnuclear research of 
CERN, owes more to the initiative of scientists 
such as Amaldi in Italy or Auger in France, 
than to a long-term European political vision, 
in a continent that emerged deeply divided 
after World War II. We still see the effects 
of this fragmentation today. The European 
Commission has in recent years strengthened 
its space agency, EUSPA, to manage programs 
of Community interest, Galileo for satellite 
navigation, Copernicus for Earth observation 
and the security sector. But the technical 
expertise is concentrated in ESA, the historic 
and prestigious European agency funded, 

independently, by the same countries that 
fund the Commission. The negative effects of 
this situation are manifold and are amplified 
because of competition due to the growing 
role of private individuals in the activities of 
the global space economy, among which 
Elon Musk stands out with his launchers and 
telecommunications megaconstellation, as 
well as the entry of new countries with space 
interests. Symptomatic is the state of crisis 
in which the European launcher sector finds 
itself, witnessed mercilessly, as is mentioned 
in the last chapter, by the number of launches 
carried out in 2022: 5 in Europe against 180 in 
the rest of the world. It is not easy to remedy 
this situation despite the fact that more than 
20 billion euros are invested each year by 
European governments in space activities. The 
book proposes a solution that can be shared 
but is not easily achieved: it would require a 
structural revolution on which ESA and EUSPA 
should be directed to form, together with the 
National Agencies, a single, federated system 
that report directly to the Commission, the 
political body that best represents all European 
countries. In any case, this is a useful book 
for orienting oneself in the world of space 
activities, a context in which the high visibility 
provided by astronauts and fascinating 
scientific missions acts as a screen for national 
and international industrial strategies and 
policies, the results of which are visible only 
in the long term. It does not claim to provide 
an exhaustive historical treatment, relevant 
topics such as Copernicus and Galielo are, 
for example, barely touched upon, but it is 
dense with observations and historical data 
that provide a lively and timely portrait of 
the sector, which helps to understand the 
motivations that have prompted various 
countries to engage in it over time and the 
trends toward future developments.
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